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MOTOR LI FE ... the magazine first to accurately predict 


the new compact cars... for years the leader in advance news from Detroit... 





NOW BRINGS YOU ACTION-PACKED... 


no 
t 


Options 





RACING COVERAGE! 


e MOTOR LIFE Magazine ..... intro- 


duces a new racing section edited by Bob 
Russo, one of the nation’s foremost auto 
racing writers. Exciting stories on drags, 
stocks, championship cars, sprints, midg- 
ets and sports cars are brought to you in 
thrilling detail, fully illustrated by racing's 
finest photographers. All this, plus regu- 
lar authoritative automotive features, new 
car tests and technical articles. 


ON SALE 
AT NEWSSTANDS NOW! 
DON’T MISS IT! 
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WIN WITH 
McCULLOCH'S Approved for all Class A and Class B Racing! 


| EV No need to modify this one! It’s the hottest of the 
hot engines in its class from McCulloch's stable of 

winning kart engines. The new MC-6 is specially 

CHAM wre designed to give you all the speed, power and 
dependable performance you need to be a winner 


every time @ List price $99.50 f.0.b. Los Angeles. 
Compare its Quality Features! 

Racing karting carburetor with low air-flow restric- 
tion for peak performance at every angle @ New 


racing piston assembly with thin rings boosts 
power @ New special karting stroked crankshaft 
maintains steady power on turns and on straight- 


aways @ 5.3 displacement @ Available , 
from original equipment manufac- xm 


turers and your McCulloch Dealer. eed 


Go with the Champions! Go with McCULLOCH the hot engine for karts! 
inquiries invited from ali kart dealers and manufacturers 


Write for free literature: McCulloch Corp., 6101 W. Century Bivd., Los Angeles 45, Calif. Dept. RC-4 
McCulloch of Canada Ltd., 25 McCulloch Ave., Toronto, Canada 


5-0303 ae 
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SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 


OFFER 


FOR 
NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY! 


10 MONTHS OF 
ROD & CUSTOM 


FOR ONLY 


*2.00 


Frankly, we want to make this 
special offer to show you 
the odvantages of getting 
ROD & CUSTOM 


every month by mail. 


YOU WILL 


@ Get every copy without 
interruption 





@ Get your copy earlier 


®@ Get your copy delivered 
to your door 


MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


ROD & CUSTOM 


5959 Hellyweed Bivd., les Angeles 28, Colifernic 


Sign me up as a new subscriber. Send me 
the next 10 issues of ROD & CUSTOM for 
only $2.00. 


NAME _ _ RC-361 





~ (pleose print) 
ADDRESS —___ — 





city — ee 


BOGE I 





the starting ine ~ py the editor 















HERE WAS A TIME — and not too many years ago at that — 
when Detroit automotive stylists could pick up a few ideas from 
the customizing set. Today finds a number of talented designers at 
work in the motor city who have come up through the ranks of car 
enthusiasts and are plying their talents on the sketchpad, drawing 
board or modeling table. These men well remember the days when 
we used to fix up our cars in order to provide ourselves with more 
comfort, power and style and have less frills than what we could 
buy at the local car agency. The clean customs of the post World 
War II era inspired many young men to consider the field of trans- 
portation design. 

Do the men who control what the passenger cars of the future 
will look like eagerly and intently scan the latest rod and custom 
magazines, attend the major car shows and visit the big custom 
shops to find out the trend of individual taste in customized cars? 
They do not, for now, ironically enough, the shoe is on the other 
foot. Today’s average show-winning custom shows little originality 
to the professional designer who may attend a show for pure grins. 
He runs a critical eye over the button-tufted upholstery, taillight 
lenses from the newest cars put into everything from last year’s 
model to a “T’ and stock components chrome plated for the pure 
reason of being easily removed and not too big for the plater’s tanks. 

Despite a few exceptions that prove the rule the ’61 cars are 
cleaner in appearance than most so-called ‘show cars’. The metallic 
base paints so long associated with only the glitter wagons are now 
available from the factory, and upholstery is often of better quality 
and design than what the custom stuffers and padders come up with; 
certainly more practical and comfortable than the frieze and velvet, 
diamonded and tufted creations in many exhibit cars. The contempo- 
rary iron from Michigan may be lowered a little if the owner desires 
without sacrifice of ride or appearance, No doubt these have been 
made lower-to conform to custom practices in the past which showed 
that a car looked sleeker when lowered a proper amount, but what 
can today’s designer learn from 1” ground clearance? We have 
moved with uncontrolled impetus from the sublime to the ridiculous. 

Has not the time arrived to stand back and look at the monsters 
we have created? Let’s call a spade a spade and not a diamond, The 
war cry of, “I’ve got more chrome, upholstery, bullets in my grille 
and flippers on my hubcaps than you do!” has got to cease or... 

What will be the outcome? Perhaps a silver lining exists after 
all. Detroit, led astray by the carshows, will assume the public wants 
the type of cars found there and turns out paneled, scallopped and 
tufted cars for the masses. We customizers will react by cleaning 
them up. © 


lwnn wineland 
















































































Have you been looking for a 
select group of accessories that 
will meet the safety standards of 
today’s karting? If so, Hands 
Engineering for the first time is 
introducing a complete line of 
accessories that have been engi- 
neered and tested to exacting 
specifications as have their ever 
increasingly popular aluminum 
and magnesium wheels. Enjoy 
the satisfaction of ordering from 
our unlimited supply of wheels 
and accessories. Immediate de- 


livery available on all items. 






Write for complete descriptive literature 


Dealer and Distributor inquiries invited 





4159 Whiteside St., RC-3, L. A. 63, Calif. AN 1-4101 
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OUR READERS WRITE -or wrong 





... AND WE HEARTILY CONCUR! 


Hooray! Hooray! Hooray! 

It’s about time somebody with a little 
influence spoke out against decadent 
looking “show cars.” 

During the past three or four years, 
top award-winning customs have become 
increasingly grotesque. I was reminded 
of this only too well at the National 
Custom Car Show in Detroit. I can only 
say I’m sorry I bothered to go, With a 
few exceptions the “cars” in the show 
generally turned my stomach. Scallop 
paint jobs are bad enough, but when 
they’re applied over scoopy, bumpy, 
hacked-up cars they’re even worse. 

Two cars at the show in particular 
really irked me. One was a pear] white 
’°36 Ford Coupe which I think should be 
called “The Tragedy.” The other was 
also pearl white and could have been 
either a ’53-’54 Chevy or a ’53 Olds hard- 
top. The top was chopped so much it 
resembled an M-48 tank. The body, 
which was riding on the ground was so 
thoroughly hashed-up I at first thought 
it was the result of a fatal accident. 
Such things as angel hair in engine 
compartments, rolled and pleated Naug- 
ahyde wheel wells, irrational lowering 
and kookie paint jobs have just got 
to go. 

Don’t get the idea I’m against cus- 
toms, because I’m not. However, my pet 
term is “A thing is beautiful only if it’s 
practical,” and certainly many of to- 
day’s show cars are not practical. The 
’49 Chevy on page 22 of your December 
issue is my idea of a beautiful custom 
even if it is too close to the ground 
for comfort. 

Again congratulations for your fine 
editorial and may the show judges get 
their bleary eyes focused! 

Jim Breidenbach Cincinnati, Ohio 


SOME SOUND, FIRM IDEAS 
In regard to “the Startling Line” of 
the January, 1961, issue of Rod & Cus- 
tom Magazine: 
My friends and I have been talking 





among ourselves about current hot rod 
magazines, and have come to the con- 
clusion that they have come steadily 
downhill in the last few years, Why is 
this? We have discussed this and come 
to the conclusion that the primary rea- 
son is the absence of good, informative, 
how-to-do-it articles on basic things 
such as engine swaps, early-Ford chassis 
improvements, specific engine hop-ups, 
and customizing fundamentals which 
used to appear every month in abun- 
dance. 

One of your technical writers, Bob 
Pendergast, points out the very small 
number of participants at Bonneville 
this year. What is the trouble here? It 
seems that just as he says, the indi- 
viduals of today believe they have to 
have a streamliner or bellytank in order 
to compete at Bonneville, so they settle 
for putting trivial things such as nerf 
bars, flipper hubcaps, and spotlights on 
their cars, whether ’49 Fords or ’59 
Impalas. Covering the installation of 
these things in your magazine is O.K., 
but not when they are all that is offered. 

continued on p. 10 





we'll try popping the 
AFTER the engine is shut down..." 


“Next time, "Chute 


ROD & CUSTOM 




































in the karting field 


Constant top competitive participation in the karting field, 
engineering improvements in quality construction, and beauty 
of design, are all leading factors that have assured kart 
enthusiasts of the ever increasing popularity of the Bug Wasp, 
Cad Cart, Cool Cart, and Stinger. 


Send 25¢ (for handling) for complete information e Dealer inquiries invited 















engineering 330 Seuth irwindale Ave., Azusa + RC-3 - Califernia 
| | The Name “BUG” is the trademark for karts manufactured and sold exclusively by Bug Engineering. 
only for complete The most complete line of 
| catalog of karts Bug, Cad Cart, Cool Cart, and 
. Stingers in the East! Karts, Inc. 
and accessories ship anywhere — immediately — 


from our own stock. Choose 
your power, Clinton, Power 
Products, West Bend, McCulloch 
etc.— Big power names are 
always in stock at Karts, Inc.! 
We carry a huge inventory of 
equipment too! Check with 

us for Palmini, slicks, tires, 
upholstery, Steen C, etc. 

if you design your own stuff, or 
modify the big names, you'll 
want to meet our “know-how” 
department. We can build any 
competition engine or complete 
part—as we've done for our own 
racing team drivers, consistent 
winners at Eastern tracks. 
Check with us—we'll help you 
@ work out your problems! 


708 LANCASTER AVE., BERWYN, PA. 
e a subsidiary of Hank’s Speed Shop 
; write Dept. RC-3 Nlagara 4-0867 





MARCH, 1961 








OUR READERS 





continued from p. 8 

After all, most of these installations are 
adequately covered in instruction sheets. 
If you featured articles on building and 
running cars, such as tuning (perhaps 
by your technical editor, Les Ritchey of 
Performance Associates), maybe there 
would be more interest in events such 
as the Bonneville Speed Trials. Also let 
it be known that you don’t have to be 
a rich man to have a better-than-stock 
car. I have a buddy who put a DeSoto 
V-8 in his 50 Plymouth — total cost in- 
cluding the car was under $200. 

As to the 2-stroke engine article, it 
was very interesting and informative, 
but what is it doing in Rod & Custom 
Magazine? As long as you have a maga- 
zine just for karting, why not put 
articles like the latter in it, and leave 
the space it requires for articles per- 
taining to cars, Believe me, I’m not 
against karts, I have one myself, But 
why not leave them entirely to karting 
magazines (including the advertise- 
ments!), and use your space for articles 
and ads pertaining to rods and customs. 

Articles on individual cars, and cov- 
erage on events such as the National 
Drags, Bonneville, and the Oakland 
Roadster Show are definitely what we 
want to see, so please continue them as 
you have done in the past. Also the 
columns such as “Tech Specs” and “Our 
Readers Write” are very worthwhile, 
and we hope to see them continue. 

Thank you so much for your time and 
interest. I only hope I have related to 
you what you wanted to know about 
desires and ideas on improving your 
magazine so that it will be better than 
ever. 


Jim Holmes Portland, Oregon 


@ Real sound ideas, Jim and just what we want 
to put into R&C. Notice in the upcoming months 
that an increase of How-to's and early chassis 
engine swaps, tuning tips, etc., will be working 
their way back into R&C. No apologies on the 
two-stroke story — as it stated, this could be the 
future for rods and we want our readers as hep 
as any on all ph of gi design and 
operation. Your ideas and criticisms are always 
welcome, as are those from all our readers. 
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THE AGE-OLD CONVERSION 

I have been a Rod & Custom fan for 
some time. I am only 15 years of age 
but have a “Model A Ford”. I started 
reading your magazine in April 57, at 
that time I was only interested in your 
articles on rods and customs in mini- 
ature, but have since traded for the real 
thing. Unfortunately I do not have all 
your magazines. We moved about two 
years ago and the stores nearby do not 
always carry your magazine. Just re- 
cently I came upon the December 1958 
issue, when I noticed you had an article 
on back issues. I noticed three articles 
that could be a life saver, they are July 
"57, Nov. ’57 and Aug, ’57. I have re- 
cently purchased a “Model A Ford” in 
which I would like to put a flathead 
Ford or Merc. Since I am new to the 
sport I would like to know what I am 
doing. I realize it’s kind of late for back 
issues but if it’s possible I would be 
very grateful to know the whereabouts 
continued on p. 12 





“They work best on asphalt on a hot day — 
but just try and get a strip owner to see it 
that way... 
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“Azusa Engineering Header Boosted My Horsepower” 
says Bill Jeffery, 1960 NAKA and GKCA Grand 
National Sweepstake oa. Bill noticed a 
horsepower improvement with the Azusa Head- 
er, and used it to sweep both Nationals. You'll 
notice a power boost also, with the track proven 
Azusa ngineering Header .. . only $4.% 
(Specify cCullogh, West Bend, or Clinton 
ergine) 

Write for your free catalog showing all the 
Azusa Engineering proven products: 4, 5, 6-inch 
wheels, pedals, tanks, headers, steering wheels, 
live-axle kits, etc. 
OEM and Dealer 
inquiries are invited 


Lil 


Azusa, California 


engineering 


16232 Arrow Highway, 








ONSTROUSLY | SEE NEXT MONTHS 
15 THE INIATURE ISSUE OF 


YSTERY ROD & CUSTOM 
















































s 
HANCOCK H 
A X LES DIESEL SERVICE O! mn . banned H 
2425 Pork Street, Findlay, Ohio PLE ' 
Now available on Lancers. tyne ae (C0 Block [J Red : 
High carbon axles supported C) Single 580 W.B. $310.00 [) Sticks odd $4.00 per whee! & 
by Timken bearings and Single 700 W.B. $314.00 Palmini Tank add $2.00 H 
: Duo! 580 W.B. $415.00 _] Send Literature | enclose 5 
completely enclosed in a Duo! 700 W.8. $419.00 25¢ to cover handling. 5 
tube. Bumpers odd $20.00 25% Deposit Balance C. O. D. ‘ 
' 
vr isels ae ae : — H 
ae ome 5 

2425 ark Street, RC-3 
“ oe eo city _ ine STATE : 
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FFI Engine Torque 
e Specification BOOK 





of Life Time Acceracy 
Special 4, ¥2, micro 
midget, go-cart and 
cycle model Torque 
Wrenches. Popular model 
R50, 0-50 foot-pounds 
only $13.89. Available 
from any leading 
tool supplier. 


Free Spec. Book RU and 
literature on complete 
line of tools. 





ELECTRIC WELD - BRAZE & CUT 





REPAIR MOST EVERYTHING MADE OF METAL 


g Home appliances, auto parts, farm & garden equip- § 





ment, toys. 
Make and 
repair play- 
ground equip- 


ment, lawn 
chairs ta 
bles. orna-g 


mental iron 
work, gates. 
wagons, etc * 
Solder, heat, bend, and straighten with terrific heat 
fi from are torch. Cut and weld up to 4” steel plate m7 
A million uses for Home, auto, farm, inventors, fac 
tories, etc. Works from any 110 volt plug-in. Com- 
7 plete with dark welder's mask. are torch, supply of 
welding and brazing rods. Solder, flux and complete 
@ Welding Instruction Book. Attractive — portable —effi- § 
cient —durable—1 year guarantee. Wt. only 4 Ibs 
a SEND ONLY $3 00 ‘cash, ck. mo) and pay postman + 
. $9.95 plus COD postage on 
arrival or send $12.95 and we will send Postpaid. 
Ideal gift for mechanically minded home owners, © 
relatives, friends Order now fer early delivery 
Available onty from 


MIOWAY WELDER, Dept. DQG-3, Kearney, Nebraska 
seeeeaeeeseeseeeseses 





BE A WINNER 


OUNCE FOR OUNCE 


>, 


OUTLUBRICATES THEM ALL 
Not a Synthetic, Contains 
No Acids or Nitrates 


4 ox. Per Gal. for Perfect Lubrication 
No Other Oi! Required 
Packed 24 — 4 oz. cans per case % .65 and 
12 — pint cons per cose “ 1.75 
Dealer Inquiries invited 
ADDZIP ADDITIVES 
P.O. Box 461, RC-3, Escalon, Calif. 
e “KARTING CENTER OF THE WEST" .. 


« 
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continued from p. 10 

of any information about putting flat- 
heads in a “Model A”. 

Paul Nelson 

®@ The issves mentioned are no longer available 
but R&C is planning to re-run the articles in 
an early issue. 


THE '32 — GOING AGAIN 

In connection with the first half of 
your November “Starting Line”: I think 
the answer is the new AMT kit 332, 
the Sport Roadster. It retains the 
Chrysler eight, the Ford four, and other 
items that were found in the first kit. 
The only changes I can see are an injec- 
tor blower, neater decal sheet, frame 
and cycle fenders like the coupe has, a 
rumble seat, and two wells in the fend- 
er assembly for mounting the spare 
tires. Speaking of tires, I think AMT 
made a change for the worse when they 
changed the stuff they make tires out 
of. I’ve thrown some beautiful fits after 
waiting two months for whitewalls to 
dry. The only remedy I can see is to 
get AMT to fix their trophy series 
kit tires. 

Anybody got another way? 


Rick Osborn Wheat Ridge, Colorado 


“Hey — What's this | hear about you going on 
an economy kick ...? 
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* CARS OF 


* HOT ROD THE WORLD 


ANNUAL 


* CUSTOM CARS 
ANNUAL 


BIG GIANT ANNUALS 


EACH EACH 
SHIPPED Cc 
POST PAID 


AT YOUR 
NEWSSTAND 


73° 


FACTS - PHOTOS - SPECIFICATIONS 
NEW 1961 ANNUALS 


* HOT ROD ANNUAL x CARS OF THE WORLD %& CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL 


Packed with photos... 
sections on hot rodding 
Chevy and Pontiac en- 
gines ... stronger geors 
for competition...top 
rods in the nation. 


Contains photos and 
specifications of over 
200 models from all 
nations: family cars; 
sportscars; 
and luxury makes. 


economy 


Customs from every stote 
in the U.S.! Latest twists 
in customizing ... the best 
in scoops, quad heod- 


lights, taillights. 





ADD THESE 3 AUTOMOTIVE BOOKS TO YOUR LIBRARY TODAY. Thousands of Americans 
have read one or more of them... for interesting and informative avtomotive reading, you 
just can's miss with this great trio. Focts, photos, specifications. 


BIG GIANT ANNUALS! SPECIAL OFFER! 


TREND BOOKS s059 Hourwoon sivp., LOS ANGELES 28, CALIF. 


Enclosed is $- 
books as checked. 


@ 85¢ each (includes postage etc.) for which please send me the 


[) HOT ROD ANNUAL [] CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL -) CARS OF THE WORLD 
New 196! Edition TB-190 New 1961 Edition 78-189 New 1961 Edition TB-192 
Oe — RC-361 
(please print) 
ADDRESS ___ — — Se — 
= ____ ZONE EE ae 
MARCH, 1961 











Now —get the jump with new 
Precision Handling Control 

















New Homelite “Live-Axle” 


Spite 


Just out — and burning up the tracks, the new “Live-Axle” 
Spitfire gives you a new race-winning edge in handling ease and 
control. 

More maneuverable. Quicker on the turns. -You can thread 
your way through the pack with hair splitting accuracy. 

This new precision handling control is the result of many 
refinements. Homelite’s specially balanced weight distribution, 
and the new auto-type, tie rod and drag link steering gear are 
just two. 

Built to take it lap after lap, race after race, here’s a kart that 
will last. Tough 1%” steel tube frame. Rugged, long-lasting 
internal expanding brakes. Sturdy dished, plastic-covered steel 
steering wheel. 

Tested and retested, proven tough and dependable in hun- 
dreds of miles of competitive driving, the new Spitfire is un- 
equalled for handling ease and safety. Powered by Homelite’s 
new super-thrust K-92 engines, you’ve got an unbeatable 
combination. Just see for yourself at your nearby Homelite 
Dealer’s. 














ahgnir 
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Precisic 
bearing 
at full 1 


| 2 Engin 


$9 


FOB near 





Spitfire Specs 


Frame: High-strength 14" tubing, jig- 
welded with fish-mouth joints. 
Wheels: Fully demountable. 4” front, 6" 
rear. 
Brakes: Dual, two-shoe expanding type. 
22 square inches of braking area. Fully 
adjustable. 

~ Steeri Gear: Auto-type, tie-rod and 
drag link. Adjustable for toe in. 
Live-Axie: 1” high- 
strength steel, full y 
length keyway for 7 
easy engine mounting. 
Bearings: Tapered 
rolier bearings in front 
wheels. Fafnir self- 
aligning bearings on . 
rear axie. 
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Steering Wheel: Full round, dished, 
plastic-covered steel with 3 spokes. 
Engine Mounts: Two pads weided on 
frame. 
Sprockets: Two, 84 tooth sprockets. 
Dimensions: Length: 614". 
Wheel base: 4814". 
Front tread width: 30%". 
Rear tread width: 35%". 
Weight: 99 Ib. 
Available Accessories: Fuel tank, racin 
slicks, wheel sprockets other than stand- 
ard 84-tooth, foam rubber seat, siderail 
and steering column upholstery, fuel 
lines, flexible throttle cables and front 
and rear bumpers. 


HOMELITE 


A DIVISION OF TEXTRON 


inc. 


5603 Riverdale Avenue, Port Chester, New York 


New HOMELITE K-92 Engine 
Precision construction throughout. Bali and needle 
bearings, domed aluminum piston. Designed to run 
. race after race. 
| 2 Engines: KL-92 (left hand) and KR-92 (right hand). 


‘$99.95 including universal mounting brackets 


at full throttie hour after hour . . 


FOB nearest Homelite factory branch 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 





Specs 
Weight: 12 ibs. 8 ozs. (including 
mounting brackets). 
Carburetor: Pump diaphragm. 
Manual choke. 
ignition: High tension fiy-wheel 
magneto, dust and rain-proof. 
Valve: Homelite pyramid reed 
type. 
Bore: 2%s". 
Stroke: 114". 
Displacement: 5.64. 


Available Accessories: Clutch, air 
cleaner, starter and various sized 
sprockets. 











BUILD 

YOUR KART 

AROUND 

INDUS PARTS - 


Live 
; Axles 
oe _— Se. 


Trailers for karts 
and midget autos 





CATALOG COUPON 


SEND 25<¢ TO COVER MAILING AND HANDLING, 
FOR NEW 1961 SURPRISE MONEY-SAVER CATA- 
LOG. 70% BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER. 
EACH CATALOG CONTAINS $1.00 FREE CERTIFI- 
CATE. NEXT ISSUE SENT FREE. 


NAME... 
ADDRESS 
CITY ZONE 


STATE : _— nati , 
HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 
Box RC 1904 


CHATTANOOGA. TENNESSEE 








Really new and different in hubcap and wheel 
styling is the Open-Wheel Spider 

produced by California Custom Accessories 
Spider covers lug nuts and axle end with 
matching, chrome plated bullets. No drilling or 
alteration is necessary for installation. 

Also available are 10” beauty rings which 

snap on hubcap humps, yet are only 

%,” wide. Customizing possibilities are 
unlimited. For prices and sizes write: California 
Custom Accessories Mfg. Co., Dept. RC-3, 

1807 W. 65th St., Los Angeles 47, California. 
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Azusa Engineering announces a new series 
competiti haust headers for West Bend, 

McCulloch and Clinton kart engines. 

These headers are fabricated of high strength 

aluminum, finished with a bright buffed 

finish and come supplied with socket head cap 

screws. National Champion Bill Jeffery 

reports horsepower increases with Azusa headers 

were found in dyno tests. Headers are 

priced at $4.95 each and are available at 

dealers or by writing Azusa Engineering 

Co., Inc,. Dept. RC-3, 16208 Arrow Highway, 

Azusa, Colifornia. 








The famous Snortin’ Horse emblem of the 
Cragor Equipment Co. graces the new 

Snortin’ Horse T-shirt now available to everyone. 
Boys’ sizes are offered for Father and Son 

sets and a free decal comes with each 

shirt. Price is $1.50 per shirt. Be sure to stote 
your size when ordering. Sizes: 

MEN'S — Small, Medium, Large and Extra Large. 
BOYS'— Small, Medium and Large. 

Write: Cragar Equipment, Dept. RC-3, 

3633 E. Gage Ave., Bell 15, California. 
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Hundreds of Parts and Karts listed in our Big 
Catalog. All the latest items for Kart and % 
Midget Racing. Wheels, axles, helmets, gas 
tanks, engines, carburetors, slicks, frames, 


steering parts, stuffers, Steen C, steering 


wheels, etc. Send $1.00 teday for catalog! 


CALIFORNIA 





SPEED & SPORT 


296-C Jersey Ave., New Brunswick, N. J. 








Acclaimed by thousands 
of stock. hot rod and a 
. enthusiasts as the welder o 00 
Complete | with uses Easily operated from properly 
Twin Carboh Arc wired 110 volt AC or DC line. The 
Torch, safety ideal gift with a life-long use. Order 
foot switch and 7 = © oe aoe uar- 
; antee. Send only alance 
—— COD plus charges. Literature on 
raft larger equipment on request 
c work. FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
Dept. F59-C, 1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois 








SEE ROTHS BEATNIK 
% Tucson Fairgrounds 
April 21, 22, 23 
% Phoenix Fairgrounds 

April 27, 28, 29,30 


Shirt Catalog 50¢ 
ROTH STUDIOS 
4616 Siauson, Dept. RC-3 
MAYWOOD, CALIF. 


BANDIT... 





SEE ROTH PAINT 
MONSTER SHIRTS 











NEW BI-RITE CATALOG 
FEATURES LOW PRICES 


GRILLES FENDER 
CARB AIRCLEANERS 


accessories 


ON HUB CAPS 
SKIRTS - 


TOOLS - 


and other 


S —>~ 


ETO 
25¢ cash for handling . . 


Ba 
refunded on first order. Se ——— 


BI-RITE AUTO SPECIALTY 
Dept. 44) 


* Dealers request wholesale catalog. 


FREE catalog explains our 


profit-sharing progrom. Send 








5506 W. NORTH CHICAGO 39 
IT YOURSELF g 


WE L IN A JIFFY @ 


Weld, cut, braze, solder, heat 
IRON, STEEL, BRONZE, BRASS, 


ALUMINUM & OTHER METALS... 


Auto, truck, shop and farm equip- 

ment breth-doun always cause an- $38.50 f.0.b. 
noying costly delays. Don't let |Send ont 00 
them bother you. Get a Dynamic check w = oO. 
transformer type Arc Welder. With Pay Postman 
the Dynamic you can also make jbalance plus | 
your own wrought iron, household, | charges. 10 day 
lawn furniture and many knick- money back and 
knacks. Do expert work on your |1 year guaran- 
first job. Operates from any prop- | tee. 

erly wired 110 volt AC line. The | EASY PAY PLAN 
handiest tool in your workshop. A {Low down pay- 
Dynamic Welder will save its low jment. Pay as 
cost of only $38.50 f.0.b. in both | you weld. 

time and money. Literature on 
larger equipment on request. 
OYNAMIC INDUSTRIAL 
transformer Arc Weider 
75 emp ovtpyt for indus- 
triet or Workshop use. 







DYNAMIC WELDER =. 
Dept. pee 1808 S. 








Chicago 16, bse 
DISCOUNTON FIRST 
MINL-CYCLE §} PURCHASED IN 
YOUR TOWN 


Dealers Wanted 


LUTHER ENG. 
542 N. FAIROAKS 








PASADENA 1, CALIF. 
18 
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Build your street or competiti dst 
really light with the new T-23 Glass- Tee 
Roadster body manufactured by Cal Automotive. 
Exact replicas of the nearly-extinct roadsters 
of the 1922-25 era, bodies are made of 
many layers of reinforced fiberglass. All body 
lines ore retained, both doors are inoperative, 
and rear of body has been rolled under 
for improved appearance and strength. 
Competition body (22 Ibs.) sells for $109.50 and 
Street body (40 Ibs.) sells for $129.50. 
Send 25¢ for complete information to: 
Cal Automotive, Dept. RC-3, P.O. Box 85282, 
Los Angeles 27, California 





A new plastic cleaner designed for use on 
vinyl, Plexiglas and Lucite windshields 

and windows is currently available from 
Cerbini Laboratories. Called Cerbini Plastic 
Cleaner, it is non-crazing, anti-static and leaves 
no polish dust. While dissolving 

cloudy film and stains, cleaner will not scratch 
or soften surface of plastic. A generous 

Trial Size Can is offered for $2.00 postpaid. 
Send check or money order to: 

Cerbini Laboratories, inc., Dept. RC-3, 

68 First Street, New Rochelle, New York. 
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Lee Plastics, designers and manufacturers 

of distinctive custom-made taillight linses, 
announces a new playing card design available 
for '57 Fords. The new bolt-on lenses 

are available in heart, spade, diamond or 

club pattern of translucent red on opaque white 
background, selling for $14.95 a pair. 

Lee Plastics has a broad line of special lenses 
for most popular cars, For information 

write: Lee Plastics, Dept. RC-3, 

10832 Plymouth Road, Detroit 4, Michigan. 


CERBINI 


PLASTIC 
CLEANER 





FREE! New CATALOG 


SAVE UP TO 1/2 ON ( PE 


Auto Parts & Accessories 
JUST OUT--60,000 latest items to step up 
your car's Speed. Power Mileage, Style! 
Newest Road Car Custom, Red. Drag 
Racing Parts ALL F; 
LOWEST PRICES Anywhere! Send 25c for 
mailing (Refund on first order.) 


DEALER DISCOUNTS! 


oer Eze NG CO 
iam RCC-3 | 
MILFORD, PA 






















FOX GO-BOY SPECIAL 





QUALITY - ECONOMY 


All the thrilis of competition racing and 
a wealth of family karting fun are yours 
with the Fox Go-Boy “‘Special’'—a quality 
unit at the lowest price in karting history. 
“Special’’ comes complete, ready to 
compete! Clinton 24% HP engine, sealed 
bearings, demountable ‘“‘quick change” 
racing wheels, racing brakes, hi-tensil 
spring steel tubular chasis, sealed ball 
joint tie rod ends, ‘‘correct’’ steering, 
and ali of the quality features of the 
world's finest racing karts. 


Go-Boy Speciai—ready to run— $149.50 
Clutch = 9.95 
Upholstery— 9.95 


At your Go-Boy Dealer NOW! 


SEE THE '61 GO-BOY AND MAK-KART 
MOST THOROUGHLY TESTED KARTS IN THE WORLD 


FOX GO-BOY CARTS, INC. 
Box 797 
JANESVILLE, WISCONSIN 





SU RPRISE j olds engine 
PACKAGE i papaneai oo 


Don't let the nearly-stock appear- 
ance of Jerry Montgomery's sharp 
1932 Plymouth PB4 coupe foo! you— 
under the hood lurks a ‘50 Olds V8. 
Engine has been bored to 3% in., 
has milled, ported, polished heads. 
Dual-range Hydramatic connects 
power to '49 Dodge rear end. Exte- 
rior of car has been updated mildly 
by use of tire cover, ‘39 Ford tail- 
lights, ‘40 Olds bumpers, 15” wheels 
with whitewalls, spinner hub caps. 
All four wheels have inside whites. 
Rega! Purple paint is complemented 
by white pin striping and running 
board covers. Interior and rumble 
seats are done in black and white. 





ee ce tte eee = ce 


o 
re.) 
ro) 
o 
x 
2 
° 
a 
> 
2 
” 


photo 











progress report +1 on 


By Guiseppe Henning 


HE CLOSE OF race season found 

me deeply involved with the problem 
of promoting the post-season Grand 
Prix; a fifty lap affair for claiming 
cars, on the local 4 mile. 

Needless to say, I had long since 
ceased to give Roth and the “Grape” 
much thought, That is until one evening 
when I was up to my neck in press 
releases. 

The phone rang. The operator asked 
me if I would accept the charges on a 
collect call from a Mr. Roth. 

“T don’t know anyone by the name of 
Roth”, I told her. There was a click 
followed by silence. 


H 
WROUGHT ? : 


“the grape of roth” 


The operator was back a moment 
later to inform me: “He says he is the 
weird one who paints on sweat shirts.” 

“Oh, that one,” I said. “O.K., I’ll talk 
to him.” 

“Dad, like I need your help,” the voice 
on the phone pleaded. “Can you make 
the scene here like tomorrow?” 

“What seems to be the problem,” I 
asked, “Maybe I can help without 
making the trip.” 

“Look Dad, you gotta see it to believe 
it. It’s really far out,” Roth shouted. 

“Your problem is solved,” I assured 
him. “All you need to do is move it in 
closer to the shop. Then...” 








Roth cut in with something about me 
not getting some message or other and 
went on in his inimitable jargon, from 
which I finally made out that he was 
desperately in need of my assistance on 
the Grape project. I consented to make 
the trek to Smogtown only if he would 
pay for the eye drops. 

Upon my arrival in the city of thick 
air, I went directly to the House That 
Roth Built on Slauson Blvd. It was well 
after six by the time I got there. The 
place seemed deserted in the growing 
darkness but the door was standing 
ajar, so I went in. 

There, sitting alone in the circle of 
light from one dim bulb, was the weird 
one... Roth. 


From the middle of a pile of slats, he 
greeted me with a toothy smile, Then, 
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directing my attention to the wood pile, 
he exclaimed, “Dig these crazy ‘pick-up- 
sticks’.” 

“It’s pretty—but what is it?”, I asked. 

“Man, it’s the Grape, in mock up,” 
he enthusiastically replied. 

“Look Roth,” I raged, “Did you get 
me down here just to see your supply 
of fire wood?”. 

“Now, Pops,” he soothed. “We do the 
bit with the plaster tonight and sand it 
down in the a.m.”, 

Becoming impatient, I asked about 
the difficulty he was having. Roth, in 
his own peculiar language, explained 
that there was a whole new trend in 
design for show cars and that in some 
ways the Grape was already obsolete. 

“What seems to be the big change,” 
I inquired. 

“Bubbles, man, Bubbles,” he replied. 
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WHAT 
HATH 


HT? continued 


The message was finally coming 
through. I was to design a bubble top 
for the Grape. 

I told Roth I would have a sketch 
ready in the morning and left him sit- 
ting blissfully on the lumber pile as I 
headed for the home of my old friend 
Ritch, 

By the time I arrived back at the 
weird warehouse the next morning, the 
plaster had hardened into the form of 
a great glob of hard plaster. Roth was 
busy with a mallet and chisel convert 
ing the hardened plaster into its orig 
inal powdered state. 


In no time the Grape began to take 
form and Roth turned the sanding over 
to his helper, a kid called ‘Dirty Doug’, 





to finish it up. 
I showed Roth the sketches of the new 
bubble top. “Man, that’s the wildest 
yet,” he screeched. 
We discussed the problems of mold- 
ing the bubble for almost an hour. His 
assistant finished the plaster male mold 
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of the Grape and hoisted it off the chas- 
sis. As I gazed at the beautiful lines of 
the Grape swaying gently from the 
rafters, I commented; “Man, it really 
swings!” 

Roth looked as if he were going to 
be sick. @ 








LAST MINUTE DATA ON 
ROTH’S BEATNIK BANDIT 


The trend toward weird car design is still 
on the upswing with no relief in sight. And, 
with new cars popping up at every auto 
show throughout the country, it has become 
necessary to up-date and change some 
styling points on The Bandit. Even though 
these changes seem minor, they are impor- 
tant to the overall harmony of design. 

The bubble is the big change that tokes 
away any remnant of the past as in the 
original drawing of The Bandit. A new proc- 
ess which Roth has recently stumbled upon 
provides limited possibilities for the use 
of plastic bubbles, heretofore impossible. 

The antennaed scoops over the headlights, 
while not exactly new to custom cars, do add 
a futuristic flair to The Bandit. The further 
addition of the small sculptured fin to the 
radiator shell, brings the styling of The 
Bandit up to ‘61 show standards. 

Since the first appearance of The Bandit 
in R & C, we have been swamped by in- 
quiries about some of its mechanical feo- 
tures, so: 

The Bandit is built on a ‘50 Olds frame 
shortened to a 90” wheelbase. The eng 
is moved back and down 21/,”. The use of 
reversed wheels is necessary not only for 
looks but for body clearance. The wheels 
are 14” with 5.70 rubber in the front and 
8.20 slicks in the rear. 

The body is one piece, including fenders, 
and fits snugly over the frame, making fiber- 
glass body-frame lamination easy and 
making the finished car a truly single-unit 
package. 

The Bandit, when completed to show con- 
dition, will be fully equipped with power 
brakes, power steering, automatic transmis- 
sion, etc. and will include a few surprise 
electronic devices which shall remain undis- 
closed until the car is shown publicly in the 
near future. 

Included in the next progress report will 
be some photographs of The Bandit under 
construction plus the finished product, along 
with costs of parts and body. 






























REYNARD'S 
RACIN’ 
R 0 D sly fox builds 


a rapid roadster 





Legend has it that Reynard the Fox was as slippery a critter 
photos by wintred flatt as ever roamed the field and was nigh impossible to catch. 

A modern-day Reynard is Jim Fox, from Pomona, California, 
who is also difficult to catch when seated in his roadster. Jim began being rapid with a flathead 
roadster, then a Cad powered dragster. Then in 1958, he bought the car pictured here from 
Joaquin Arnett, of San Diego and proceeded to build a very unique and fast machine. The body 
of the car began life as a ‘27 Model T roadster and still retains the original lines in spite of 
extreme lowness. Wedge-shaped nose was built up with streamlining in mind and leaves just 
enough room for the driver. One of the very few rear-engined modified roadsters running in the 
U.S., car set record of 184.04 mph at the Reno, Nevada half-mile strip. Quarter-mile record for 
B/MR is also held at 149.75 mph in 9.91 seconds. Frame has been made of tubing from PBY 
wing struts. Wheelbase is 101”, while rear tread width is 54” and front tread is 40”. Brilliant 
translucent purple paint adds to the good looks of a very fast car. Anyone for chasing Reynard? 
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Overall lines of Fox's roadster are v clean and appealing. Engine sits just 
behind sturdy roll bar in T cockpit. 3'%s” bore and 4's” stroke give the 1951 
Chrysler V8 a totol of 401 cubic inches. Grant forged blower pistons with Amer- 
ican Hammered rings give 8 to 1 compression ratio. Iskenderian cam and lifters 
actuate Smith Bros. pushrods and 1'%is” valves. Cragor manifold mounts 6-71 GMC 
blower and Hilborn injectors. 24 ib. Crower flywheel ond Schiefer clutch send on 
power to in-and-out trans, ‘40 Ford rear end with Halibrond quick change. Nine 
inch M & H slicks mount on very wide rear wheels made by splitting Lincoln rims 
and welding widest haives together. Rear end is solid-mounted to frame, brokes 
are Lincoln with Buick linings. The entirely chromed front suspension consists of 
dropped and narrowed ‘40 Ford axle, Harley-Davidson wheels, Avon tires and fric- 
tion shocks. Steering is reworked ‘21 Franklin. Knowing the foregoing detoils, it's 
easy to see how Jim figures there is $5000 and 2500 manhours in the roadster. 
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it's what's 
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UNDERNEATH that counts 


hulk covers late suspension, mill 


At first glance, Victor Longhi's 1928 Chevrolet soft-top coupe looks like just a nicely kept 
stocker. However, the second and third glances reveal a great deal more. Neatly tucked away 
under the front fenders is the suspension from a ‘50 Chevy and under the hood lurks a Buick 
V8. The resultant handling and performance is a far cry from the days when the car was new. 
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Modified ‘50 Chevy front crossmember has been 
mated to ‘28 frame. Front and rear shocks are 
from '52 Dodge. Small openings have been cut 
in fenders to clear suspension. Backing plates 
and shocks are chromed. Stock 322” ‘53 Buick 
fits nicely under louvered hood. Power steer- 
ing is from ‘55 Pontiac and brakes have Buick 
vacuum power unit. Exhaust is routed through 
Cadillac mufflers. Headlights are sealed beam. 
Transmission is ‘37 Buick case with ‘53 gears. 





it's what's 


UNDERNEATH 


that counts 


continued 


Golden Rod Yellow enamel paint is set off by 
original-type black grained top materials and 
15” whitewalls with clean wheel covers. Door 
handles hove been removed, although visor over 
windshield and MotoMeter were retained. Origi- 
nal taillights are used and Vic is now in the 
process of installing bumpers. Hood panels 
have large openings to display engine bright- 
work. Pearl and black Naugahyde upholstery 
grace seats, door ponels. Hand-made alumi- 
num dash has two Stewart-Warner panels with 
full range of instruments. Original steering 
wheel tops chromed column. Autronic Eye head- 
light dimmer is mounted on top of dash. Car 
was built by Con Daly in Vic's home town of 
Eureka, California. A total of $4500 has been 
invested by the two owners up to the present. 
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ANTASTIC! Let’s go for a ride on 

the only six-cylinder motorcycle in 
the world! Herbert J. Ottaway, long 
time steam enthusiast and owner of the 
finest restored 1901 Locomobile steamer 
anywhere, built this machine himself 
over about a 26 month period. 

Ottaway is part owner of Wichita’s 
largest amusement park, not only that, 
but he and his brother have one of the 
finest collections of steam powered farm 
machinery there is, This background of 
welding, machining and restoring neces- 
sary to amass such a collection, set the 
stage for his “Super 600”. 

Working in the well equipped shop at 
“Joyland Park”, Herb took two 1940 
Indian Fours and, cut them 2% Cyl- 
inder and 3% Cylinder respectively. To 
assure a perfect match he turned bar 
stock to fit the cam and crank journals, 
and slid the two halves on them. These 
served to line the blocks perfectly. Then 
after the welds had cooled, Ottaway 
drew upon his extensive knowledge of 
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photos by kilborn 


welding to cool and heat the new block 
in the right spots in order to shrink 
the metal into even better alignment. 
This done, to insure perfection, Herb 
had all gasket surfaces ground .010. 
(Look closely at the photos, you’ll notice 
all the crankcase bolts are evenly spaced 
but two, that’s where the two Indian 
4’s were joined. So help us you can’t 
see a-mark! Even the fins in the crank- 
case line up perfectly.) 

Now that the block was done, Otta- 
way’s troubles had just started; where 
was the crank to come from? From a 
140 lb. 5” x 26%” bar of 4130 steel! Two 
hundred hours later Herb had a fully 
machined and counter weighted crank- 
shaft, and 110 Ibs. of steel shavings on 
the floor! 

Indian “Scout” pistons were added to 
the setup and the whole assembly sent 
off to Chet Wilson Balancing Service 
for the full treatment. 

Of course a new cam, of 4130 steel, 
was next, Taking one of the Indian “4” 
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cams to D. A, Clem Co., Ottaway had 
the original lobe contours duplicated, 
and grinding began on the 6 cylinder 
version, Being as the Indian mil] turns 
opposite to a car; trouble might have 
developed. However, the Indian cam is 
gear driven so it turns the same direc- 
tion as a chain driven auto cam. Subse- 


quently the “Super 600’s” cam was 
indexed from a Plymouth “6”, After 
grinding — the cam was hard faced and 
similarly prepared for service. 

Naturally a four cylinder ignition 
won’t fire a six banger—so an Auto- 
Lite distributor from an industrial fork 
lift “goose” was pressed into use. 


FRON 4 to G 


plains state “indian” is reworked without reservation 


by ROGER KILBORN 


Perfection is the 
word! Engine appears 
as if it were manvu- 
factured originally 

as a six. Oil pressure 
guage can be seen 
just ahead of exhaust 
header. All bolt 
heads are plated. 


» 


General appearance of bike is excellent and 
uncluttered. Additional length of 74%,” is not 
overly apporent. A Harley front fork is used. 
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Herbert Ottaway stands proudly next to his one-of-a-kind Indian 6. Herb did machine work on 
conversion himself, including 4130 steel billet crankshaft. Horsepower is estimated to be 85. 


FROM 4 to 6 eines 


Now the “Super 600” was assembled. 
Displacing 120 cu. in. with 2% x 3%« 
bore and stroke; L & L carbs with Har- 
ley air cleaners; running 6.5 to 1 com- 
pression and the relatively mild 1940 
type cam timing the six figures out at 
only about 85 hp. But then Ottaway 
states that, “I didn’t need it real hot!” 

Next the ’40 Indian “4” frame fell 
under |the torch, and everything in- 
cluding brake and shift rods was 
lengthened 7%”. Ottaway used entire 
Harley front fork, plus Harley-David- 
son seat and rear fender. Rear wheel, 
tank and frame are Indian. Cycle runs 
500 x 16 tires and wheelbase is now 
68”. Paint job was worked out with 
another Indian “4” owner in exchange 
for spare goodies, $350.00 was spent at 
Kansas Plating, Inc. for chroming such 
items as Herb’s hand formed exhaust 
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header and just about everything else 
that would come loose. 

The pictures were shot at the “Alice 
in Wonderland” section of Joyland 
Park. We followed Ottaway in a car, 
and although we could see what ap- 
peared to be a Harley with an upswept 
exhaust pipe, we kept hearing a throaty 
Austin-Healy “6” up there! Weird! 

Finally after the camera was stowed 
away, and vital statistics written down; 
Herb said, “Well, if you’re gonna write 
about this thing we’d better take a 
spin.” “We thought you’d never ask,” 
we said, beating him to the machine’s 
side by two full strides, 

You’ve never had such an experience 
in all your born days. Imagine a 
machine with enough torque to slip a 
heavy duty Indian “4” clutch at 40 mph 


continued on p. 63 
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Right side view of engine shows brake pedal, Opposite side has coarburetion, ignition and 
foot rest and engine mounts. The exhaust was generator. Clutch is operated by the left foot; 
handmade by Ottaway. Frame is Indian cycle. Distributor from 6-cylinder fork lift is used. 
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The same color and just as tasty as a candy 
apple is Calvin Keeman's ‘55 Oldsmobile from 
Chico, California. Mild customizing coupled 
with the bright point make an eye-catching 
car without the use of extreme paint trim or 
other fads. All hood trim has been removed, 
upper grille molding is frenched to hood and 
fenders, ‘53 Buick headlight doors frenched. 
Cadillac bumper bullets replace original bar 
and are backed up by chrome mesh with seven 
more bullets. Door handles have been removed; 
full length lokes pipes, spotlights, Cruiser 
skirts have been added. Rear fenders are ex- 
tended with Packard lenses frenched in. Ali 
deck trim was removed. Plush interior is done 
in two-tone maroon leather with white fur as 
carpet. Frame was Z'd to lower cor properly. 
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SCRAMBLES 


smallest cycles stage biggest bash 


photos by East 





it was sure to happen — as surely as the 
karts became popular and had champion- 
ship races—so have the mini-bikes! Go 
Kart Raceway, Azusa, California was hosi 
for Mini-bike Notional Championship Races. 


Top photo shows start of A Class road race. 
Moto-cross scoring system was used io 
score total points in road races, dirt track 
and hare scrambles events. Don Matthews 
(left), shows form needed to win B Class. 


Flat dirt oval track was big change from 
asphalt road course and provided spec- 
tators with plenty of action. (Right) Bikes 
are very tricky to handle on loose surfaces 
due to extreme shortness and light weight. 
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“What Every Well-Dressed Mini-bike Rider Should Wear"— Don Matthews contemplates the outfit 
of Ben Iskenderian as they wait for dirt track event. Ben still has Tiny Bear number plate. 
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Start of B Class scrambles finds Bob Cody and Gary lynch out in front and going 
all ovt toward the jump. Scrambles course included both asphalt and dirt tracks. 


Top of banked turn on road race course made fine jump and introduction to dirt. Compster Dua 
Compsters Dale Herbert, R. W. Fosberg became airborne here as did most riders. 


MAD SCRAMBLES: oaiinved 


mith cal 














42 ROD & CUSTOM MAI 












‘ 


Pe 


Duo mith calmly looks over track far below. ‘Look, Mom, nothing but hands!" It's the only way to fly. 


Dust and reversed bank turn make tough going, as Bob Cody of Boulder City, Nevada, finds out. 
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collision marked the 
beginning — not the end 


Due to having both sides wrinkled up in 
local traffic tiffs, Ray Sisson Jr.'s ‘55 Chevy 
convertible ended up in the body shop 
in Glen Burnie, Maryland. It seemed like 
the logical time for a bit of individval- 
izing, so more than the wrinkles came un 
der torch and hammer. The hood chrome 
cleared, front fender seams were filled and 
quod ‘59 Chevy headlights were frenched 
under stock shades. Ray built the grille, 
using 42 cabinet knobs in the stock trim. 
Vertical side trim and trunk chrome also 
were discarded. Rear fenders were extend- 
ed 4” and "60 Chrysler lenses frenched in. 
Topped off with Packard Lilac lacquer and 
block and white Naugahyde interior and a 
270 Chevy V8, it was ready for the road 














MARCH, 1961 











































rod & custom picks oe THE: 


“WORLD'S : 
MOST: 
~ OUTSTANDING: 


«* eee 


pa 
=. 
carl 


__. as reported by NELSON DEWEY: 

Every SO OFTEN, there comes to the attention of this magazine, a car 
club that deserves all the publicity it can get. Such a club is the Squirrels 
of Smogburg. Throughout the past year, the Squirrels have engaged in 
a fantastic amount of public-service projects. They spent a month in 
all-out effort for the march of nickles; holding daily car shows, turkey 

raffles, chicken raffles, egg raffles, and a variety of other efforts. 

For some reason however, the march of nickles people seem 

to blame the Squirrels for leaving them $100,000 in debt. 

Undaunted by such publicity, the Squirrels continued on their 
crusade of dogooding. They built a dragster, but unfortunately, 
no picture was ever taken, since they decided to stage a 
drag race for charity as soon as it was completed. It may 
have been fate, but for some reason, the Squirrels 
decided to hold their race down the main street of 
Smogsburg. Smogsburg, by the way, gets its name and 
usual weather condition from the fact that it lies 
down-wind of Los Angeles. The driver of the 
chain-saw powered dragster didn't see the 
parade until it was 8 feet away and he 
was traveling at 140 mph. 
Recently, at the request of 
the mayor, the Squir- 
rels have confined { 
their activities . 
to thinking good ' 
thoughts and helping / 
Boy Scouts across busy streets. 
To better acquaint you with the members 

of the club and their unique equipment, a brief rundown of 

some of the more noteworthy lads follows on the next few Bw pages. | 
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Just about the time we get to think- 
ing everything that can be done to a 
“shoebox” has been done, we find one 
like this ‘50 Ford tudor which belongs 
to Jim Hood of Baltimore, Maryland. 
Best part of it, Jim tells us, is being 
able to do it yourself. Up front, Jim 
cleared the hood, then added four ‘56 
Buick ports. Headlights are frenched, 
using ‘52 Mercury rims. Gravel pan 
was molded to body and parking lights 
were filled; two ‘51 Ford upper grille 
moldings frenched to form grille shell. 
Grille is mesh from ‘58 Ford with bul- 
lets added. Unique antenna mount was 
made from ‘47 Buick fender marker. 
Side trim is replaced by 1955 Chevy 
Bel Air. Door handles were given “deep 
six”, hub caps from Plymouth painted 
with blue star and topped with bullets. 
New idea in taillights consists of ‘59 
Lark lenses fitted into windsplits and 
frenched. Trunk and gravel pan also re- 
ceived filling treatment. Small scoop 
added above window. Blue and white 
interior matches Bedford Bive paint. 
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ACTIVITY CONTEST GOES ON — 
ANOTHER NEW WINNER, ANOTHER NEW CONTEST 


INNER OF THE November Con- 

test for Kart Activities is Al 
Lomas of Newark, Ohio, who will 
receive a prize from Bill Matthews 
Company consisting of a chrome-plated 
“Piggy-Back” fuel tank and special 
three spoke, racing steering wheel. Al 
writes that his idea can be done by 
karters in almost any part of the coun- 
try. Old deserted roads or similar places 
can often be had just for the looking 
and asking of permission to use. Al’s 
group found such a place between his 
home town of Newark and Zanesville, 
Ohio. Approximately thirty miles of old 
railroad bed was abandoned because of 
the Dillon Dam project on the Licking 
River and the track and ties were taken 
up leaving a smooth bed wide enough 
for six to eight karts, The course is 
most picturesque, abounding in rocky 
cliffs and paralleling the rapids of the 
Licking. Several small creeks enter the 
river and the bridges which once cross- 
ed them have been removed, affording 
some interesting terrain with water 
crossings, The course is used for Sun- 
day jaunts or for competition, both 
racing and timed rallies or enduros. 
Naturally, for racing competition, every- 
one can get into the act as a large pit 
crew is necessary to man the frequent 
gas stops and help the karters ford the 
creeks. All in all, says Al, whether you 
are just karting for fun or entered in 
competition, it’s great sport and it’s 
karting at its greatest! 

The March Contest is now up for 
grabs. All entries postmarked during 
March will be eligible. You can enter 
as many times as you like h month, 


. — : 
! NEWARK 
~) ) 
<<< = 


and as many months as you wish. You 
may win more than one prize, or a free 
subscription to R&C for an entry award- 
ed Honorable Mention. Activities should 
be as original as possible, but may be 
something you or your club has been 
doing for months. Fun for the family 
with less emphasis on track racing 
should be the theme. Entries should be 
limited to 1000 words. In addition to 
the regular monthly prizes, you may 
win one of the Quarterly prizes for the 
best of the three preceding monthly 
winners, or even the Grand Prize for 
the Best Idea of the Year, Entries be- 
come the property of Rod & Custom 
and none can be returned. Judging will 
be based on appropriateness and ease 
of staging such an activity. In the event 
of similar entries the one with the earli- 
est postmark will receive the award, As 
a bonus for usable photos depicting 
such an activity being staged, R&C will 
match the prize offered or pay $25 cash 
to the winner. Quarterly prizes will 
have a value of $100 or more and the 
Best Idea of the Year will have a prize 
worth at least $200. Your chance to win 
over $200 in prizes and cash lies in 
sending that entry, and photos which 
can be used in R&C, to Activity Contest, 
Rod & Custom Magazine, 5959 Holly- 
wood Blvd., Hollywood, California. 

March’s winner will receive a Carrera 
racing helmet, especially designed for 
karting activities by McHal Enterprises, 
725 N. Prarie Ave., Hawthorne, Califor- 
nia. The Carrera will be equipped with 
a full face shield to protect the driver 
from cold wind and flying pebbles. Get 
on the ball —enter NOW! ©@ 
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e off the sketchpad 


NE OF THE most popular features to ever grace the pages of 

Rod and Custom in the past was a series, albeit irregular, en- 

titled off the sketchpad. R&C is happy to announce renewal of 

this outstanding and informative work, to be conducted by E. T. 

Daniel, known to readers in the past for his work in this mago- 

zine on restyle sketches of the R&C ‘Bird and progressive re- 

work of the ‘50 Ford, both done several years ago. Daniel has 

recently emerged from the lion's den — GM's Styling Center — where 

he served for a term in advanced design groups. His knowledge 

| and love of functional, bold automotive styling will be welcome. 


a ’57 in ’61 






By Eugene T. Daniel 























A real winner in anyone's popularity contest for custom bait is 
the ‘57 Chevy. In contrast to the usual treatment given this 
model with radical lowering, weird paint treatments, otc., Daniel 
has elected to take the bold approach with a competition look. 
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r- | "S77 in "S61 continued 


































A variety of themes are presented here indicating the trend of thought during initial 
‘thinking on paper’ designing stages. Sketchy lines on some drawings indicate cross 
sectional shape. Corvette side panel and ‘61 Buick themes were explored, but discarded 
in favor of subtler refinement of existing panels at rear. Taillights are set in deck. 
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What will I have to do to put one 56 
T-Bird engine in my ’48 Ford coupe? 
I want to couple a ’39 floor box of Ford 
variety to said engine, but it previously 
had a Ford-O-Matic tied to it. What do 
I do to change this over? Thanks for the 
help. 


Robert Teller Bunker Hill 


Air Force Base 


@ Bob, the ‘56 T-Bird engine will fit nicely in 
your ‘48 Ford Coupe and not too much chopping 
has to be done either. You'll need a stock fly- 
wheel, clutch and pressure plate and a Cragar 
bell housing adaptor to the ‘39 Ford trans to 
couple these two together. Use the ‘56 T-Bird 
stock flywheel, clutch and pressure plate and 
with the adaptor they'll bolt together nicely. 
Motor mounts of the universal type are already 
available for this swap and literally bolt right 
on, Each installattion is a little different, but 
these mounts can be purchased from C&T auto- 
motive or Dean Moon and can be shipped to 
you on request. Go to it man — it's cool sailin’! 


Dear Les: 
I have a ’59 Chevy Biscayne and the 
ride is just swell — except for the wal- 
lowing it does when cornering. What 
would you advise to stop excessive lean 
when cornering without sacrificing too 
much of the soft ride? About how much 
would it cost. Also, since this stovebolt 
is equipped with one 2-barrel, how do I 
go about getting 3 2-barrels with pro- 
gressive linkage? 
Bill Lynk 


60 


Evanston, Illinois 





® This wallowing you speak of, Bill, is the new 
normal American ride, but you're like me and 
roller coasters are for the beach. We like to 
control our missile. 

To remedy this, Traction Master Corporation 
has just newly released a torque kit for your 
Chevy, consisting of two torsion arms mounted 
from the differential housing to the frame. 
Brackets are included and two rear shocks ore 
matched for the kit. This will take out the 
wallowing effect and will not cause the car to 
be too rough on the up and down motion. It 
gives a feeling of complete control. The kit com- 
plete runs about $70.00. Its well worth it! You 
neglected to say which engine your car has 
although | assume it is a 283 c.i engine due 
to the two barrel carburetor. A three pot mani- 
fold can be purchased from any one of our 
many advertisers, all real good, such as Edel- 
brock and Weiand. These kits con be ordered 
with linkage, less corburetors. Use your existing 
carburetor in the center and purchase the two 
end carburetors for a ‘60 Chevy 335 horse 
power engine from your local Chevy dealer 
and you're in business. 


Dear Les: 

I have a stock, one owner, 1959 Chevro- 
let with the following characteristics: 
1. Biscayne model 

2. 135 horse power, six cylinder motor 
3. Straight shift 

4. 18,500 miles 









“How's construction on the rest of the cor com- 
ing along?" 
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Most other cars of the same type get 
twenty or more miles per gallon of gas; 
my car averages less than fifteen. I 
usually drive about three-hundred miles 
on the flat, curveless Kansas highways, 
and less than 10 miles per week in 
town. My normal speed is between sixty 
and seventy miles an hour. New plugs, 
points and complete tune up have failed 
to increase gas mileage. Do you have 
any suggestions on how I can increase 
gas mileage? 


Donald Lungren Manhattan, Kansas 


®@ Don, Let me start to answer your question by 
saying that 95% of the mileage complaints we 
check out on our equipment are driver caused. 
We've found that an automobile has to be in 
real poor shape to use 30% more gas than a 
normal unit would use on an average check. 
This is usually caused by a peculiarity ao driver 
has and he is probably unaware of it. For in- 
stance at constant road speeds say 60 mph some 
people just can't hold their foot steady and 
every time the throttle is moved a fresh spurt of 
gas which is unneeded at constant speed is 
dumped into the venturis through the accele- 
ration pump dump tubes. Now as a check some- 
times on your driving, find a level road where 
you can maintain 60 mph; attain this speed and 
then slowly release the throttle and see how 
much you can actually let up on the throttle be- 
fore you loose any speed. You'll be surprised! 
The less throttle opening you have and still 
maintain your speed the greater the gas mile- 
age you'll have! Now assuming you are a top 
mileage driver, three things could affect mileage 
greatly. 1. The power valve in your carburetor 
is vacuum controlled and spring opposed; the 
stem could be stuck open which would cause 
you to run a full power mixture at light cruise 
load or the carburetor may have a vacuum leak 
in the circuit that activates this valve. A first 
class carburetor man would have to check this 
for you. 2, The vacuum advance diaphragm on 
the distributor could be broken or leaking and 
there would be no maximum spark advance 
under light load high vacuum engine opero- 
tion. This too would have to be checked by oa 
competent mechanic. 3. Rolling resistance of the 
car could be the culprit. Check the wheels for 
brake drag and wheel bearing drag, also rear 
end freeness. Last but not least, air pressure in 
the tires; if top mileage is imperative 32 Ibs. 
should be the minimum pressure used irregard- 
less of tire make. These are suggestions and also 
we are assuming your engine is in real good 
shape compression and ring-wise, otherwise it's 
a mighty deep subject. 
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COMING IN 


APRIL 


ENGINE SWAP FOR 
EARLY FORD CHASSIS 


T’BIRD to TRUCK 











SEE THE 
KARTING HANDBOOK 


For all the blazing thrills and excite 
We ue 


i 
75 NOW of your newsstond or use 


the coupon and send direct for your copy 





TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Les Angeles 28, Calif. 
Please send me copies of The Karting 
Handbook @ 85< each (covers postoge, etc.) 
78-195 RC-361 


NAME (please print) 
ADDRESS 


city 


ZONE STATE 

















the Shopping Center. 
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| ot Scallawags ? 
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Engine as it looked without accessories before 
installation into the frame. Two crankcases were 
used but the joining welds cannot be seen. 


FROM 4 to 6 


continued from p. 36 


just by turning up the noise a little too 
rapidly. Yet this same machine is docile 
enough to pull away from a 7 mph cor- 
ner in top cog and no bucking. 

Coupled with the fact that it’s only 
weighing in at 700 lbs., makes it a won- 
derful cycle to ride. Yes, Ottaway does 
ride it and often. Somebody doped out 


} on paper that it should do 130 with no 


strain. 
Herb says, “I don’t know why I built 


} it, Just a mechanical nut, I guess like 





an alcoholic goin’ fer another drink, I 
just like mechanical things...I spent 
26 months building it, but about 10 
more months before that figgerin’ out 
how t’ do it—th’ cam’n all. I didn’t 
make any blueprints, I had an engineer 
figger th’ horsepower.” 

There wasn’t a drawing in that shop, 
just a bespectacled gray haired father 
of three, and the magnificent tribute to 
an ingenious “mechanical nut.” @ 


View of lower end shows the counter-weighted 
crank, camshaft and gears, flywheel, gear box. 
Camshaft was ground to Plymouth specifications. 
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ISSUES 
FOR 


ONLY 


YES! SPECIAL OFFER 
NEXT 5 ISSUES OF 
KART MAGAZINE 
FOR ONLY 















Jam packed with photos, illustrations, 
and fun galore. Loaded with action in 
each issue. If you like KARTING thrills and 
excitement, you'll really go for this fully- 
illustrated, feature packed publication. 
NOW! at the unbeatable low price of only 


$1.00 FOR 5 ISSUES 
ACT NOW! 


this special offer 


take advantage of 


Get FIVE complete 


months of KART MAGAZINE for only $1 





KART Magazine RC-36! 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Les Angeles 28, California 


HERE'S MY DOLLAR, send me KART MAGAZINE 
post paid, for the next five months. 


EE 
(pleose print) 





ADDRESS 


city 








ZONE _____ STATE 
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R & FAITHFULS WHO read every word of every issue will 

no doubt remember that I had some complimentary things 
to say in last month’s “Just Chattering” about Leonard Harris, 
NHRA National Drags winner. I believed then, and still do, that 
Leonard’s driving ability could be compared favorably with that of 
any other dragster jockey. 

But in spite of his acknowledged skill as a handler, Leonard 
was killed; he died behind the wheel of a dragster, not his own, but 
a dragster nevertheless. 

What I want to know is why? 

Why is it that a skilled driver, in a car built by people who 
have been around racing a long time, running on a strip noted for 
its stiff technical inspection, can still get into trouble to the extent 
that even superior skill cannot get him out of it? 

Don’t look for the answer here, in this column; I don’t have it — 
but I do know one thing: We had all better start looking for the 
answer to that question or suffer the consequences of having a “fun” 
sport turned into something more akin to Russian Roulette. 

Some of the directions we could take in the search haven’t been 
explored as fully as they could; take dragster design, for instance. 
I have yet to hear of anyone whose car conformed to the existing 
safety regulations being denied access to a strip, yet is within the 
realm of possibility that a car could be built to conform to the rules, 
and still be unsafe because of its basic design. The criteria right 
now seems to be “Well, it’s a weirdo, all right, but its roll bar and 
scatter shield are O.K., so we’ll have to let it run.” Apparently any- 
thing goes as long as it makes it to the other end of the strip on 
the first run. 

This theory could be tested by constructing a Chev V8 powered 
go kart replete with roll bar, safety belt, shoulder harness, etc. It 
would probably be allowed to run at almost every strip in the 
country — yet it shouldn’t, obviously. 

As I said before, I don’t have the answer — but I think the tech- 
nical inspectors shouldn’t be afraid to force owners of radical 
machines to work-up their speed in 10 mph increments above 100 
mph if there’s any doubt at all about the soundness of the design. 

Leonard Harris met his Maker in a conventional dragster — what 
about those? Perhaps the oft-expressed idea of licensing drivers to 
the car they run, allowing them to compete in “borrowed” machines 
only after a progressively-faster series of warm-up runs, is in order 
here. At Indianapolis, a driver’s test is required before you're 
allowed to tour the course “at speed”— Why not at the drags? It 
certainly requires as much skill. 

If you don’t think so — well, ask Leonard. @ — bp 


ROD & CUSTOM 








MAI 











SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER 


FOR 
NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
ONLY! 


10 MONTHS OF 
ROD & CUSTOM 
FOR ONLY 


‘2.00 


Frankly, we want to make this special offer to show you 
the advantages of getting ROD & CUSTOM 
every month by mail. 


you WILL 


@ Get every copy without interruption 
@ Get your copy earlier 
@ Get your copy delivered to your door 


DON’T DELAY. TAKE THIS SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER; 
CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


ROD & CUSTOM MAGAZINE (or ric fe, cout 


Sign me up as o new subscriber. Send me the next 10 issues of ROD & CUSTOM for 
only $2.00 


Nome 
(please print) 


Street 


City 


MARCH, 1961 

















wooPS — THERE'S JAD 
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WELL, THAT SHOO 
WORK , 


TS TONIGHTS 
DCESNT IT ? 
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PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY 
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1960 GRAND NATIONAL CHAMPION 
Go [ant 


Go Kart 800 is THE Grand National Champion, winning 
Sweepstakes at both Grand Nationals, winning 6 Na- 
tional Class Championships, and establishing 8 Grand 
National Track Records. 


Here's proof of the proven Go Kart 800 — 


GKCA 1960 Sweepstake Champion and Super C Champion 

NAKA 1960 Sweepstake Champion, and Class A, Super B, and C 
Champion 

Kart International, Mexicali, Mexico, Sweepstake Champion 

Tecate Enduro, Mexico, 1960, 5 of first 7 

Escalon 2nd Annual Jamboree, 1960, Class A, Super A, and C 
Champion ‘ 
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